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Why is the timing of funding urgent?

The new crime lab is in the design phase, with design completion
scheduled for March, 2009. The site work design is completed and

is “shovel-ready”; building construction could start summer of 2009
if funding is approved during the current 2009 Legislative session.
Occupancy is scheduled for the Fall of 2011. Appropriated funding to

date provided for design and site work,

with a remaining $94M still

needed to complete this project on time. Any delays in funding will
add additional costs to the project. A one-year delay will add $7M to

the project’s cost.
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“The bottom line is that average citizens are not concerned about forensic
science until they, or someone they love, become the victim of a crime. As a
result, crime laboratories do not receive the public attention and support that
they deserve. This negligence results in low staffing, low salaries, outdated
equipment, and eventually, high backlogs.”

~ Crime Lab Report, 2008 (www.crimelabreport.com)
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